
Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict 
training. They do it to get a crown that will not last,  

but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. 

1 Corinthians 9:25W
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Pick ’n’ Save/Starbucks lot. As guests we want to represent WLHS well and be good neighbors.
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IN PERSON / LIVESTREAMED

We currently plan (and hope for) the majority of attendees to be in person. 
We will offer a virtual option that includes mass auditorium events (worship, 
keynotes, meeting) and a limited number of livestreamed sectionals.

If someone registers as a virtual participant, he/she will have the opportunity 
to choose from the following sectionals that will be simultaneously presented in 
person and streamed: A14/B14, A21/B21, A25/B25, A30/B30, A34/B34, 
A41/B41, and A43/B43. The virtual participant will receive a specific link for 
the chosen sectionals. 

IN ORDER TO HELP YOU CHOOSE SECTIONALS

1. Sectionals are grouped into the following categories and are listed in 
alphabetical order on pages 7–22: administration, art, athletics/PE, 
early childhood, exceptional ed, general, language arts, management/
motivational, math, music, religion/spiritual growth, science, social studies, 
and technology. Since some hit several categories, presenters have also 
noted the categories for their sectionals. 

2. Besides the title, summary, and speaker information, additional details are 
provided to assist you in choosing your Thursday sectionals:
• WELS Teaching Standards (see page 5)
• Audience Participation Level (see page 5) 
• Applicable Grade Levels 
• Categories (as assigned by the presenters) 

ADDITIONAL NOTES

1. Special Friday schedule featuring a team building presentation by Steve 
Granberg will wrap up by noon.

2. See page 24 for more information on WLSTC elections.
3. During registration, you may choose to purchase lunch served at WLHS on 

Thursday. This year the menu is chicken taco bar with your choice of tortillas 
or a salad and toppings (tomatoes, onions, salsa, shredded cheese, sour 
cream, black olives, and jalapeños), rice, refried beans, and churros. 

4. There is an opportunity for early childhood educators to participate in  
The Registry (see page 5).

5. Sectionals offered both in person and livestreamed are denoted with an 
asterisk symbol (*).

KRIS SNYDER, CONFERENCE COORDINATOR  
kris.snyder@wels.net • 414-527-6854

Everyone who 
competes in the 

games goes into strict 
training. They do it to 
get a crown that will 
not last, but we do it 
to get a crown that 
will last forever. 

1 Corinthians 9:25

This Year’s Notes
FOCUS ON THE PRIZE

mailto:kris.snyder%40wels.net?subject=
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THURSDAY, OCT. 28

7:00 AM Registration; Displays Open

8:30 AM Opening Worship

9:45 AM Reports & Announcements

10:15 AM
Spiritual Growth Keynote:  
Steve and Sarah Schroeder

11:30 AM
Lunch (pre-purchased taco bar or 
on your own)

1:00 PM Devotion

1:30-2:30 PM Single A Sectionals

2:45-3:45 PM Single B Sectionals

1:30-3:45 PM Double AB Sectionals

4:30 PM Displays Close

FRIDAY, OCT. 29

7:30 AM Displays Open

8:15 AM
Opening Devotion &  
Announcements

9:00 AM
Professional Growth Keynote:  
Steve Granberg

11:45 AM Closing Devotion

REGISTRATION 
DEADLINE: 

OCTOBER 20
Be sure to register early to secure 

your preferred sectionals!

 

Conference Schedule
WISCONSIN LUTHERAN STATE TEACHERS’ CONFERENCE 2021

FOCUS ON THE PRIZE
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For the eighth year, WLSTC will be offering certificates from The Registry for early childhood educators. The Registry 
is Wisconsin’s recognition system for the childcare and education profession. It acknowledges and highlights the 
training, experience, and professionalism that are vital for quality care and education. Members of the conference 
who make use of The Registry can receive documentation through certificates verifying their attendance at the 
conference keynotes and sectionals that they attend. Please note that receiving documentation through The Registry 
is pending their approval. The Registry is an excellent resource for storing the documentation as well as receiving 
professional development that has been approved by The Registry.

Those conference members who would like to receive credit for WLSTC through The Registry should check the box 
during online registration. This will add $8 to registration to cover the work necessary to register WLSTC and its 
sectionals for credit for each individual as well as personalizing and providing the certificates. If you have any 
questions, please direct them to the conference Registry coordinator, Tim Mueller. 

In order to receive credit through The Registry: 
1. Check The Registry box during WLSTC registration and pay the $8 fee. 
2. The WLSTC Registry Coordinator will request approval for each individual attendee’s specific sectional choices 

and then personalize a certificate and email it to each individual following the conference.
3. Each individual must send the certificate to The Registry to apply it to his or her account. 

Low Participation: 0-30% interactive. Presentation is primarily speaker led, limited breakout discussion and/or 
active participation.

Moderate Participation: 30-60% interactive. Presentation is balanced between speaker and group discussion, 
several opportunities for breakout discussion and/or active participation.

High Participation: 60%-100% interactive. Presenter serves as facilitator; the majority of time is spent in breakout 
discussion and/or active participation.

Items to Consider
WISCONSIN LUTHERAN STATE TEACHERS’ CONFERENCE 2021

RUBRIC FOR AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION

WELS TEACHING STANDARDS

THE REGISTRY

Click on the above link or search online for the WELS Teaching Standards.

mailto:registry%40wlstc.org?subject=
https://mlc-wels.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/WELS-Teaching-Standards.pdf
http://The Registry
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Spiritual Growth Keynote Address
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 28

Chief Warrant Officer 4 Stephen 
Schroeder (retired) and his 
wife, Sarah, will share their 
experiences serving in the United 
States Army for the past 20 
years. During Steve’s military 
service, their family endured 
many separations, including 
four deployments to Iraq and 
Afghanistan, ten moves, and 
a devastating helicopter crash. Their faith, nurtured 
though years of Christian education, was both tested and 
strengthened as they faced these challenges.

Stephen Schroeder served 20 years in the United 
States Army. During his service, Steve worked briefly 
in military intelligence as a Chinese linguist before 
becoming a Blackhawk helicopter pilot. Throughout their 
time in the military, Steve and Sarah lived in California, 
Hawaii, Texas, Alabama, Germany, Tennessee, and 
Kentucky. Prior to their military service, both Steve and 
Sarah served as called workers—both as tutors at Luther 
Prep School and Sarah at Michigan Lutheran Seminary. 
They currently live in Florida with their four children.

FOCUSING ON THE PRIZE
Lessons Learned From the Front Lines

STEVE AND SARAH SCHROEDER
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Thursday Double AB Sectionals
1:30–3:45 PM

AB01 ���Inclusion Strategies for ALL: Co-Teaching & 
Beyond, Amy L-M Toson, PhD

Students with /dis/abilities are being educated at increased 
rates in the general education classroom for all or part of 
their day with great success (United States Department of 
Education, 2018). This inclusive approach to education is 
based on the belief that all students should be accepted 
and valued for their unique abilities and included as integral 
members of the classroom and full school community. The 
challenges facing full inclusion are many and complex: 
time, scheduling, role clarity, self-efficacy, collaboration, 
parity, classroom management, new and different skill sets, 
training, and support. However, if schools plan for, train, 
and schedule special and general education teachers as 
part of a working system, inclusion is not only powerful but 
rewarding for ALL. The strategies offered in this session—
organized as strategic inclusion initiative areas, including 
those for educators—do just that. This session will provide 
concrete and actionable strategies to make effective 
inclusion a reality for all students in all schools. Hard work? 
Yes! Worth it? Absolutely!

In 1996 Amy Toson began her career as a community 
inclusion facilitator and teacher, quickly moving into higher 
education, working with families and educators to facilitate 
inclusion. Amy currently is an assistant professor of  
inclusive education at Carroll University and mom to  
three spunky daughters.

WELS Teaching Standards: 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to all grade levels
Categories: General, Exceptional Education

AB02 ���Increasing Student Engagement, Reducing 
Student Disruptions 
Rachel Schultz and Al Scharrer

In the world of real estate, the mantra is: LOCATION, 
LOCATION, LOCATION. In the world of education, 
the mantra is: ENGAGEMENT, ENGAGEMENT, 
ENGAGEMENT. Teaching can be extremely exhausting, 

leaving an individual feeling helpless and hopeless. 
Administrative initiatives, parent pressures, student 
misbehavior, correcting, planning, printing, and remembering 
to take care of yourself in the midst of it all are some of the 
top reasons teachers give for feelings surrounding burnout. 
In this full-disclosure sectional, participants will be invited 
into a learning journey and hear humorous stories of failure, 
the lessons learned through failure, and the applied learning 
that leads to creating an environment of peace. Teachers will 
be equipped with strategies to engage students proactively, 
academically, and relationally and be given materials that 
are ready to be implemented easily.

Rachel Schultz joined the Center for Urban Teaching (CfUT) 
team as a participant in 2007 while attending Wisconsin 
Lutheran College for her BA in early childhood education. As 
an undergraduate, she taught summer school at St. Marcus, 
Milwaukee. Rachel served for six years as a teacher at 
Atonement, Milwaukee, teaching primarily English language 
arts. At Atonement, Rachel worked with the team to turn the 
middle school culture around and build a standard-aligned 
reading curriculum. She officially joined the CfUT team in 
January 2017 part time as a teacher coach. In her free time, 
she enjoys spending time with her family

Al Scharrer has been serving at CfUT since 2018 as an 
instructional coach and talent recruitment team member. He 
has served schools in Milwaukee, Racine, and Kenosha as a 
lead teacher for grades 3-8, a reading specialist for young 
learners (K5-4), and as a dean of students. God has blessed 
Al with a passion for bridging the cultural and gender gaps 
that exist in urban education. He has completed a master’s 
degree in leadership and innovation and has been blessed 
to impact youth through a variety of teaching and coaching 
experiences in Southeastern Wisconsin. Al is passionate 
about sharing the love of Jesus with those he serves, 
equipping teachers with strategies that make teaching easier 
and instruction engaging and developing strategies to come 
alongside learners.

WELS Teaching Standards: 3, 4, 5, 7
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to grades K5-12
Categories: General, Management/Motivational
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Thursday Double AB Sectionals
1:30–3:45 PM

AB03 ���The Family and Faith 
Phil Huebner

What’s wrong with the world today? How do we fix things? 
In short—the family. This sectional will explore in depth the 
challenges for families today and many solutions. Focus will 
be on the “family altar” and on building the relationship 
between home, church, and school.

Dr. Phil Huebner was assigned to start a new mission church 
in Palm Coast, Florida, in 2007. Over nine years Christ 
the King Lutheran Church and School was showered with 
blessings, growing to 300 members and 400 students. In 
2016 Phil accepted a call to serve as campus pastor at 
Wisconsin Lutheran High School, where he now serves. 
Phil holds a master’s in divinity and a master’s in systematic 
theology from Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary and received 
his Doctor of Ministry in mission and culture from Concordia 
Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana, in 2019. His 
thesis was on what to do with children in church. His entire 
ministry to date has seen emphases on outreach, children, 
teens, and families. Phil is married to Becky, and they have 
two children—Noah and Gwen. In his free time, he loves to 
travel and read and research more on the topics of families 
and teens.

WELS Teaching Standards: 2, 5, 6, 9, 10
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to all grade levels
Categories: General, Early Childhood, Religion/
Spiritual Growth, Administration

AB04 ���The Case of the Missing Babysitter—An 
Experience in the Science of Criminal 
Investigation  
Chuck Hatfield, Julie Srenaski, Ann Mathu, Mary 
Gillis, and Kathy Fabry

School science often lacks reality. This classroom-tested 
unit places middle schoolers in the middle of a criminal 
investigation to locate and rescue a missing babysitter. 
Using scientific inquiry, standard lab procedures, 
technological resources, organizational skills, and good 

discipline, the students take on the role of detectives and 
follow the evidence to solve the crime. You will be provided 
necessary materials and resources to guide you through 
the investigation.

Chuck Hatfield created this unit, based on a childhood event, 
as a way to engage students. Through student teaching, 
Kathy Fabry saw how meaningful the learning was and 
arranged for Julie Srenaski, Ann Mathu, and Mary Gillis to 
learn about it so they could teach it to their students too.

WELS Teaching Standards: 1, 4, 7
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to middle school physical science with scientific 
inquiry being the focus, but it could be adapted to 
other branches of science
Category: Science
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Thursday Single Sectionals
SINGLE A, 1:30–2:30 PM and SINGLE B, 2:45–3:45 PM

A05 or B05 ������A Brave New World—Developing 
a Standards-Based School Assessment 
Philosophy 
Andrew Baxter and Brett Baade

Assessment can be an intimidating topic. You know you 
want to do things differently, but even knowing where 
to begin may seem like an insurmountable challenge. 
Assessment using academic standards is not intimidating if 
you have a guide along the way. During our time together, 
you will understand the why behind the implementation of 
standards-based assessment. As you walk out the door, 
you will have completed an outline on how to approach 
academic standards at your school. Join us for a down-to-
earth, approachable dive into assessment and academic 
standards.

Andrew Baxter serves as principal at Saint Lucas, Milwaukee. 
Brett Baade serves as principal at Christ-St. Peter, Milwaukee.

WELS Teaching Standards: 4, 7, 8, 9 
Audience Participation Level: Moderate 
Applies to all teachers and administrators 
Categories: Administration, General

CELEBRATING AN 
ANNIVERSARY IN THE 

MINISTRY?
Be sure to register early so we can 

include your name in the  
conference program.  

Note your 25th or 40th anniversary 
during registration.

 

A06 or B06������The Power of Relationships in Ministry 
Shawn Herkstroeter

God has made us relational creatures. Within this design, 
he charges us with sharing the gospel message with others. 
Through the power of relationships, God blesses ministry. In 
this sectional, we will examine how to build and maintain 
healthy relationships to promote harmony, teamwork, and a 
Christ-centered climate and culture within our schools.

Shawn Herkstroeter currently serves as principal at Faith, 
Fond du Lac. He has a M.Ed from UW-Stout and many 
ministry experiences outside the Upper Midwest. Even as 
an introvert, he has learned the importance of building 
relationships for ministry success.

WELS Teaching Standards: 3, 6, 10
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to all grade levels
Categories: General, Management/Motivational

A07 or B07 ������17,000 Classroom Visits Can’t Be 
Wrong, Paul Patterson

Learn strategies that engage students, promote active 
learning, and boost achievement. This sectional will share the 
strategies compiled by John Antonetti and James Garver as 
they visited over 17,000 classrooms while developing their 
Look 2 Learning model of walk-throughs.

Paul Patterson serves as the associate director for WELS 
Lutheran Schools. In the past, he has served as a teacher and 
principal in a rural, a suburban, and an urban WELS school. 
He graduated from DMLC and received his teaching license 
through WLC and a master’s of education from Cardinal 
Stritch University.

WELS Teaching Standards: 2, 4, 7
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to grades 2-8
Categories: General, Administration, Management/
Motivational
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Thursday Single Sectionals
SINGLE A, 1:30–2:30 PM and SINGLE B, 2:45–3:45 PM

A08 only ����������Utilizing the Special Needs Scholarship Program (SNSP) 
Carol Shires

Find out how to access and utilize the newest school choice option in Wisconsin, 
the SNSP. We’ll walk through the basics of the program and then open up for 
group discussion to learn helpful tips from schools already in the program.

Carol Shires has a 20-year history with the Parental Choice Program. For the 
past 10 years, she has worked as the director of operations at School Choice 
Wisconsin, where she oversees the day-to-day operations and is the primary 
liaison between private schools and the Department of Public Instruction. In 
addition, Carol has extensive experience in a school environment having served 
10 years with Eastbrook Academy, primarily in the role of business manager. 
Carol supports private school administrators with Choice Program compliance 
concerns and seeks to be a trusted resource to help schools succeed in the 
program and increase the number of high-quality options available for families.

WELS Teaching Standard: 10
Audience Participation Level: Low
Applies to all grade levels
Category: General 

A09 or B09 ������The Art of Seeing 
Peter Schaewe

Tips and techniques for different art media are helpful. Opportunities for creative 
expression are important. But perhaps the most beneficial art lessons are those 
that develop seeing: noticing variations in lines and shapes, matching colors 
and values, judging proportions and relationships. Better seeing leads to more 
confident art making and appreciation—and benefits other areas of life too. This 
presentation highlights the skills needed to see like artists and provides ways to 
develop these seeing skills in students at different stages.

Peter Schaewe is a teacher with an art degree currently doing staff ministry work 
at St. Paul, Green Bay. He likes making, talking about, and teaching art.

WELS Teaching Standards: 1, 2, 7, 8
Audience Participation Level: Low
Applies to all grade levels
Category: Art 
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Thursday Single Sectionals
SINGLE A, 1:30–2:30 PM and SINGLE B, 2:45–3:45 PM

A10 or B10 ������Visual Arts: Projects, Tips, and 
Techniques 
Michael Wiechmann

During this sectional, we will share collectively best practices 
for art time in our classes. The presenter will share project 
instruction, ideas, and resources. We will also be making 
something hands-on.

Michael Wiechmann is a visual arts teacher at Wisconsin 
Lutheran High School. He has his master’s of arts in teaching 
with an undergraduate degree in studio art. You can see the 
things he makes at his website: wiechmannart.com

WELS Teaching Standards: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10
Audience Participation Level: High
Applies to all grade levels
Categories: Art, Exceptional Education

A11 or B11 �������Ain’t Nobody Got Time for That 
Amanda Cvikel

Do you often run out of time to teach health? Do you depend 
on your science curriculum to fulfill health requirements? This 
session will provide you with ideas, resources, and activities 
to pack some meaningful health curriculum into your already 
busy schedule.

Amanda Cvikel has a master’s in education with ten years 
of teaching experience in family consumer sciences, health, 
and physical education at the high school level. She is 
currently a stay-at-home mom.

WELS Teaching Standards: 1, 7
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to grades 1–8
Categories: General, Athletics/PE

A12 or B12 �������You Win in the Locker Room First 
Todd Jahns

Did you win? Often this is the first question asked of an 
athlete after a competition. And the immediate response 
is dependent on the score. From professional sports down 
through the youngest of players, “winning” is the predominant 
theme. But for players and schools, there is far more at 
stake than a simple victory or defeat. This sectional will lead 
participants through a discussion of how a coach or athletic 
director can win both on the field or court and in teaching far 
greater lessons by winning in the locker room first.

Todd Jahns is in his 34th year as an educator. He completed 
his undergraduate and graduate degree work at UW-La 
Crosse, graduating with a BS in physical education and 
coaching and a MS in exercise science and administration. 
His previous teaching stops include four years teaching 
at public schools in Chilton and Fond du Lac, 24 years 
at KML, and 2 at WLC. Currently, he serves as activities 
director, teacher, and boys basketball coach at Lakeside 
Lutheran High School. Todd serves on the WELS PE 
Conference planning committee and is a member of the 
executive board for the WBCA. Todd has presented at 
numerous conventions/clinics and was chairman for the 
WELS National Physical Education Conference in 2013 
and 2016. In his off time away from school and coaching, 
Todd is a licensed official, enjoys training and competing in 
long distance races and triathlons, and stays active in sports 
and recreation. He is married to Susie, a 1989 graduate of 
DMLC, who now works as a registered nurse. Together they 
have two children: Zachary (29), who is an electrician, and 
Katy (26), who is an admissions counselor at WLC.

WELS Teaching Standards: 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7
Audience Participation Level: Low
Applies to ADs, coaches, grades 4-8
Category: Athletics/PE

REGISTER EARLY TO SECURE YOUR PREFERRED SECTIONALS

REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS OCTOBER 20!
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Thursday Single Sectionals
SINGLE A, 1:30–2:30 PM and SINGLE B, 2:45–3:45 PM

A13 or B13 �������Healthy Living for the Busy Called 
Worker, Greg Rebernick

It can be quite difficult to stay in shape and eat healthy. 
Finding time in the schedule to exercise is key, but more 
important is finding something that you enjoy and making time 
for it. You also need to make time to prepare food that caters 
to a healthy lifestyle. In this sectional, we will plan and discuss 
what options you have and how to attain your fitness goals.

Gregory Rebernick has taught at the Lutheran grade school 
level for nine and a half years. He is currently serving at 
Luther High School, where he has been for the past year. He 
is a certified personal trainer and strength coach through the 
National Council for Strength and Fitness.

WELS Teaching Standards: 2, 10
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to all teachers
Category: Athletics/PE

*A14 or B14 ����Nature Exploration Play With Young 
Children, Jessica Enter

Nature is a sanctuary where children can find peace and 
wonder in the joy of God’s creation. This sectional contains 
three parts: The Importance of Nature Study, The Basics of 
Nature Study, and How to Involve Parents in Nature Study. 
We are giving children the gift of open-ended play while 
exploring the outdoors. You will be provided with resources, 
games, nature journal ideas, curriculum ideas, and instructions 
for how to set up a nature table.

Jessica Enter is currently the director at Mount Olive Lutheran 
Early Learning Center, Appleton. At the center they provide a 
full-time program for children ages 3-6, implementing the High 
Scope Curriculum. Jessica is married to Joshua, and they have 
been blessed with three children. As a family they enjoy their 
country home and the wonders of God’s great outdoors.

WELS Teaching Standard: 5
Audience Participation Level: Low
Applies to early childhood
Category: Early Childhood

A15 or B15�������“This Is How We Do It” Early 
Childhood Programs With a Twist 
Amanda Johnson and Kelli Baas

During this presentation, we will share with you some of the 
out-of-the-box ways we use to showcase the faith of our 
early childhood students and do outreach all at the same 
time. The primary focus will be on our early childhood 
Christmas program and our 3K/4K spring program entitled 
“Faith Fest,” which was featured on Kids Connection. Our 
goal is to help you begin to think outside the box in terms 
of how you can showcase the faith of your students. Come 
ready to sing, dance, and share ideas. 

Amanda Johnson and Kelli Baas currently serve at Trinity, 
Brillion. Amanda has served as the lead 4K teacher for 
the past 15 years, and Kelli has served as the kindergarten 
teacher and early childhood director for the past 13 years. 
They have worked together to facilitate Trinity’s early 
childhood program, which currently services students 
3K-kindergarten. Together with the rest of the amazing 
early childhood staff, Amanda and Kelli enjoy creating 
unique, out-of-the box experiences that allow the students 
of Trinity’s early childhood program to showcase the 
amazing faith of a child. 

WELS Teaching Standard: 10
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to early childhood
Categories: Music, Early Childhood

(*) Denotes sectional offered in person and livestreamed
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A16 or B16 ������The Brain Architecture Game 
Becki Wagner

Trauma has an impact on the brain and how children are 
able to learn. As we work through this game, participants 
will learn how a child’s environment and genetics affect their 
ability to learn. As an educator, this gives a new perspective 
on how children deal with trauma and how early trauma has 
an overwhelming effect on a child’s life. The game is fun but 
also very enlightening.

Becki Wagner is the director of Redeemer Learning Center 
in Tomahawk. Over one quarter of the students attending 
Redeemer have experienced some sort of childhood 
trauma. This led to an interest in the effects of trauma and 
trauma-informed care. This game was introduced to Becki 
at a conference, and she has used it to train her staff on the 
effects of trauma on children and their learning.

WELS Teaching Standards: 2, 3,
Audience Participation Level: High
Applies to all grade levels, especially early childhood
Categories: General, Early Childhood

Thursday Single Sectionals
SINGLE A, 1:30–2:30 PM and SINGLE B, 2:45–3:45 PM

A17 or B17 �������Love, Laughter, and Lots of Children 
Bethany Gerbing

Finding joy in ministry can be more of a challenge than 
we would like to admit at times. Growing up in a ministry-
minded family and reading the WELS call reports every 
week had the presenter convinced that she knew exactly 
how God was going to use her. God has blessed her greatly 
but not in the ways she expected! Do you need a helpful 
reminder of how God is using you or just a good laugh? 
Please join the presenter in discussing tips and tricks of early 
childhood ministry.

Bethany (Waldschmidt) Gerbing is a 2017 graduate of MLC 
in early childhood education. She is currently the 3/4K 
teacher at Peace, Hartford.

WELS Teaching Standards: 5, 9
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to early childhood
Category: Early Childhood 

A18 or B18 ������Maximizing Center Time 
Erin Dooley

This sectional offers ideas for teachers looking to maximize 
their center time. We will go through how to plan successful 
center procedures; how to maximize the limited resources 
teachers often have; and how to make centers hands-on, 
meaningful experiences for students while heeding to the 
ever-changing health guidelines.

Erin Dooley graduated from MLC in 2016 with a degree in 
early childhood education. She is teaching K4 at St. Marcus, 
Milwaukee, for her fourth year. She lives in Milwaukee with 
her husband, Dylan.

WELS Teaching Standards: 3, 5
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to preprimary, kindergarten 
Category: Early Childhood
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A19 or B19 ������SNSP; He Has an IEP! Now What? 
Jennifer Ertman and Amanda Dobberstein

Are you interested in serving students with special needs 
but don’t know how to go about it? We’ve been in your 
shoes. Learn how to evaluate an IEP, determine key points 
for discussion with parents and teachers, get funding through 
the SNSP, and discover what those services might look like in 
your school.

Jennifer Ertman and Amanda Dobberstein currently serve at 
Crown of Life Christian Academy, Fort Atkinson. Jennifer and 
Amanda are part of the student services team that provides 
services to their students with special needs.

WELS Teaching Standard: 10
Audience Participation Level: Low
Applies to all grade levels
Category: Exceptional Education

A20 or B20 ������Bullying: Fighting Fear With Love 
Sarah Reik, LPC, BC-TMH

This presentation examines the problem of bullying by 
considering the definition and prevalence of bullying and 
by profiling both the bully and the victim. We will discuss 
what parents, children, and schools can do to confront the 
problem of bullying and help the victims, as well as what can 
be done if you are the parent/teacher of a bully.

Sarah Reik joined Christian Family Solutions in 2012. She 
received her BA in psychology from WLC and her MS 
in counseling psychology from UW-Madison. Prior to 
joining Christian Family Solutions, Sarah owned a private 
counseling practice and has almost 20 years of experience 
counseling individuals, couples, and families. Sarah also 
gives educational presentations and is involved with the 
Member Assistance Program, which offers counseling for 
church members.

WELS Teaching Standards: 2, 5
Audience Participation Level: Low
Applies to all grade levels
Categories: General, Management/Motivational

Thursday Single Sectionals
SINGLE A, 1:30–2:30 PM and SINGLE B, 2:45–3:45 PM

*A21 or B21 ����Behavior Intervention Planning 
Nina F. Weisling

If you’ve ever wondered, What do I do with the student 
who [insert challenging behavior here]? then this session 
is for you! We will explore the steps for identifying and 
understanding behavior and then explore developing and 
implementing a behavior plan that actually works to help 
students see success in the classroom.

Nina Weisling is an assistant professor of education at 
Carthage College, Kenosha. She teaches courses in special 
education and conducts research related to mentoring and 
inclusive practices. Prior to this she was a special educator, 
general educator, and mentor for new and veteran teachers 
in Chicago.

WELS Teaching Standard: 2
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to grades 1-8
Categories: General, Exceptional Education, 
Management/Motivational

A22 or B22 ������Using Curriculum-Based Measurements 
(CBMs) to Implement RTI, Sara Makinen

Learn how to screen all students for learning disabilities, 
provide interventions, and easily monitor student progress 
in an individual classroom or as a school-wide policy. 
While RTI (Response To Intervention) benefits all ages, early 
intervention is especially effective.

Sara Makinen is an independent dyslexia tutor. She is 
licensed in cross-categorical special education and early 
childhood special education. She recently obtained her 
master’s degree in special education from Concordia 
University. She has previous experience as a resource and 
classroom teacher. 

WELS Teaching Standards: 3, 8
Audience Participation Level: Low
Applies to special education, all grade levels
Categories: General, Early Childhood, Administration, 
Exceptional Education
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Thursday Single Sectionals
SINGLE A, 1:30–2:30 PM and SINGLE B, 2:45–3:45 PM

A23 or B23 ������Resilience & Risk: Prevention and 
Identification Actions for Student Intervention 
Karen Fischer

This presentation will cover the science of resilience and 
how to cultivate resilience in students. The implications of 
post-pandemic concerns will be incorporated. We will 
also discuss risk factors that place students in an elevated 
category for mental health concerns; how to address these 
concerns within the school environment; and resources for 
students, parents, and teachers regarding mental health.

Karen Fischer is a licensed professional counselor in the 
state of Wisconsin and program manager for Christian 
Family Solutions. A graduate of Wisconsin Lutheran 
College and Concordia University-Wisconsin, she holds a 
bachelor’s degree in psychology and a MS in education 
and professional counseling psychology. She also finds it 
a privilege to serve as an adjunct professor of psychology 
at Wisconsin Lutheran College. Previously she held several 
leadership positions in student affairs with Wisconsin 
Lutheran College, as well as progressive roles in bringing 
intensive outpatient mental health programs to clinic sites 
for Aurora Psychiatric Hospital, Milwaukee. Karen believes 
that mental health skills are necessary for all people. Just 
as physical exercises strengthen the body, mental health 
exercises strengthen the mind and allow individuals to be 
the best stewards of their gifts and talents. Her belief and 
life’s work is the integration of the Christian faith as the focus 
of mental wellness practice so that individuals can better 
take their thoughts captive and find the peace that passes 
understanding through the grace of God. 

WELS Teaching Standards: 2, 5
Audience Participation Level: Low
Applies to all grade levels
Category: General

A24 only ����������NTI—Where We Have Been, Where We 
Are, and Where We Hope to Grow 
Monica Dierker, Kathie Horn, and Paula Thusius

Servant heart? Role model? Risk-taker? Coach? If you 
thought, That’s me! learn more about the journey and 
envision new paths to support new teachers. The rewards are 
priceless.

Monica Dierker is retired after 40 years of classroom 
teaching. She is currently working part time as an ELA 
interventionist at Christ-St. Peter, Milwaukee. Monica has 
been a lead mentor and mentor for SEW since 2010. 
She is currently working on her dyslexia interventionist 
certification. In her spare time, she loves spending time with 
her granddaughters, playing golf with her husband, reading, 
sewing, and playing organ. 
 
Kathie Horn served as interim WELS New Teacher Induction 
Coordinator for the 2020-2021 school year. She currently 
serves as WELS New Teacher Induction Lead Mentor, 
Dyslexia Consultant, and Educational Consultant in 
Southeastern Wisconsin. Her teaching experiences range 
from K-eighth grade, including establishing extended 
learning programming in several Lutheran elementary 
schools. She continues to be involved in working with WELS 
Lutheran teachers via instructional mentoring and coaching. 
Kathie is active in church activities, regularly playing for 
worship services. She enjoys kayaking, hiking, camping, 
family time, and creating memorable experiences with her 
12 grandchildren. 
 
Paula Thusius began her ministry in Madison and for the 
past 27 years has taught first grade at Friedens in Kenosha. 
This year she is developing a new position as a reading 
specialist. In 2014 Paula began training for NTI and has 
mentored six beginning teachers. Currently, she is a lead 
mentor-in-training for the SEW.  Outside interests include five 
grandchildren, quilting, reading, and gardening.

WELS Teaching Standards: 2, 4, 5
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to all teachers 
Category: General 

Questions? Contact Kris Snyder 
kris.snyder@wels.net • 414-527-6854 

(*) Denotes sectional offered in person and livestreamed

mailto:kris.snyder%40wels.net?subject=
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Thursday Single Sectionals
SINGLE A, 1:30–2:30 PM and SINGLE B, 2:45–3:45 PM

*A25 or B25 ���What Is Urban Education? A Reflective Approach to 
Teaching in the City 
Ben Clemons

In this sectional, we will dig into key issues for teachers serving in urban settings, 
such as . . . What do we mean by “urban”? Who are we teaching? How are 
we teaching them? Why does this matter? We will carry out our examination 
through reflection and collaborative discussion.

Ben Clemons has served as a classroom teacher and as a principal in 
Milwaukee, as well as a year in China teaching English at Hangzhou Normal 
University. He is currently serving at Martin Luther College as the professor of 
urban educational ministry and as the academic dean of education.

WELS Teaching Standards: 5, 10
Audience Participation Level: High 
Applies to all grade levels 
Categories: General, Management/Motivational

A26 or B26 ������A Novel Approach to Reading 
Heidi Groth

In this sectional, we will go through the steps to build a curriculum unit around a 
novel. There will also be sample units provided to reach all your standards and 
goals through the reading of novels. Reading teachers for grades 3-8 can leave 
with novel units ready to use this week. Learn how to shake the cobwebs off your 
“tried and true” and make them class favorites again!

Heidi Groth graduated from MLC in 2006 and has taught reading at every grade 
level from 3K through grade 8. As of the spring of 2021, she has her master’s from 
MLC. She enjoys spending time with her four daughters, who all love to read too!

WELS Teaching Standards: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to grades 3-8
Category: Language Arts

(*) Denotes sectional offered in person and livestreamed
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Thursday Single Sectionals
SINGLE A, 1:30–2:30 PM and SINGLE B, 2:45–3:45 PM

A27 or B27 ������Helping Students Navigate Content 
Area Texts, Amy E. Mamerow

In today’s classrooms, students are expected to read 
informational texts to gain information. This “informational 
literacy” is critical for student learning. In this sectional, 
teachers will learn how to utilize a variety of strategies to 
equip students to navigate informational texts and content-
area textbooks. Specific strategies to use before, during, and 
after reading will be shared. You will leave with a tool kit of 
ideas to help your students be successful readers and learners.

Amy Mamerow teaches first grade and serves as the 
school’s reading specialist at St. Matthew’s, Oconomowoc. 
Amy is also an adjunct instructor at WLC and enjoys her 
work with Wisconsin State Reading Association. When she’s 
not busy talking reading, she enjoys spending time with her 
family and ATVing.

WELS Teaching Standards: 2, 3, 7
Audience Participation Level: Low
Applies to grades 2-8
Categories: Science, Social Studies, Language Arts

A28 or B28 ������New and Classic Books for Your 
Classroom! Jonathan Roux

Come and explore new (and a few classic) books! Picture 
books (as well as a number of chapter books) will be shared 
for fun, academic areas, special events, and holidays, as 
well as character and social-emotional development ideas  
in your classroom. 

Jonathan Roux, professor of education at MLC since 2008, 
currently teaches Children’s Literature, Teaching Language 
Arts, and Teaching Reading in addition to graduate-level 
courses and workshops. He serves on the executive board for 
the Southwest Minnesota Reading Council and is a member 
of the Minnesota Reading Council.

WELS Teaching Standards: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 9, 10
Audience Participation Level: Low
Applies to all grade levels
Categories: Language Arts, Early Childhood

A29 or B29 ������Building a Culture of Error in the 
Classroom, Katrina Buchholz

In this session, we will explore how to communicate with 
students that mistakes are normal. We want learning 
“mistakes” and misunderstandings to be out in the open 
so we can address them and reteach as needed. By 
creating a culture of error, students have a safe place to 
share their mistakes, knowing they will learn from them 
and not be ridiculed because of them. We will learn how 
to set this culture through four strategies: expecting error, 
withholding the answer, managing your tell, and praising 
risk-taking.

Katrina Buchholz currently serves as math teacher for 
grades 5-6 at Mt. Lebanon, Milwaukee. She received  
her undergraduate degree at MLC and her graduate 
degree from WLC. Katrina has experience lead teaching 
grades 3-8.

WELS Teaching Standards: 4, 5, 6, 8
Audience Participation Level: High
Applies to grades 1-8
Category: General

*A30 or B30 ���Engaging the Disengaged 
Alan Uher

Having visited WELS and public school classrooms and 
guiding MLC teacher candidates through their elementary 
student-teaching experiences, the presenter has compiled 
classroom management tips to assist beginning and 
veteran educators in establishing and maintaining positive 
and productive learning environments.

A 1987 DMLC graduate, Alan Uher serves as the 
field experiences supervisor at MLC. He has served 
congregations in Watertown, South Dakota, and 
Waukesha, and now calls New Ulm, Minnesota, home.

WELS Teaching Standards: 2, 5, 6 
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to all grade levels
Category: Management/Motivational
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A31 or B31�������Being Less Helpful in Math Class 
Eric Kuennen

As math teachers, we want to help our students learn. But 
some things we and our textbooks do to help students 
may actually be harming their ability to do mathematics, 
as well as their motivation to learn mathematics. In this 
sectional, we will explore several math tasks and how they 
can be implemented to either promote or hinder student 
engagement in mathematics practices.

Eric Kuennen is a mathematics professor at UW-Oshkosh, 
specializing in teaching mathematics for preservice 
elementary and middle school teachers. He is active in 
math outreach in schools and leads teacher professional 
development programs in mathematics.

WELS Teaching Standards: 4, 7
Audience Participation Level: High
Applies to grades 5-8
Category: Math

Thursday Single Sectionals
SINGLE A, 1:30–2:30 PM and SINGLE B, 2:45–3:45 PM

A32 or B32 ������Improve Your School: Use Chimes or Bells! 
Here’s How, John Behnke

This fun, hands-on sectional will explore why chimes/bells 
should be used in your school; how to begin a group(s) or 
improve your existing group(s) including ringing techniques, 
musicianship, and tricks of the trade; plus showcase great new 
musical resources for your school’s program. Music is proven 
to raise the academic achievement of your students, and 
using chimes/bells in your school is a great and easy way to 
accomplish it.

John Behnke is an emeritus professor of music at Concordia 
University-Wisconsin, where he has taught organ and handbell 
courses and directed the Alleluia Ringers for 29 years. He is 
a widely published composer of handbell, organ, and choral 
pieces with extensive experience presenting music workshops 
to people across the globe.

WELS Teaching Standards: 1, 2, 4, 6
Audience Participation Level: High
Applies to grades 3 to 8
Category: Music

A33 or B33 ������Navigating Copyrights for Teachers and 
Administrators 
Kristine Laufer and Jeremy Bakken

Curriculum, music, images, print resources, digital resources, 
classroom, cloud—learn about the tools and resources 
available to protect your institution legally in its varied use of 
intellectual property. Explore common misconceptions and 
assumptions. Gain insights into copyrights and navigating the 
permissions process. It doesn’t have to be daunting! This session 
will help you unpack it and better understand it.

Kristine Laufer is the copyrights and permissions coordinator at 
Northwestern Publishing House. Jeremy Bakken is the director 
of worship and sacred music at Northwestern Publishing House.

WELS Teaching Standard: 1
Audience Participation Level: Low
Applies to all grade levels
Categories: General, Technology, Music, Administration
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Thursday Single Sectionals
SINGLE A, 1:30–2:30 PM and SINGLE B, 2:45–3:45 PM

*A34 or B34 ����Just You and Jesus 
David Scharf

Psalm 1:2 describes the righteous person this way: that 
person “meditates on his law day and night.” Who’s got time 
for that? The life of the called worker is busy! This workshop 
will focus on looking at our devotional lives from God’s 
perspective, exploring the motivation for a rich devotional 
life, and giving practical ways of putting the priority on time 
with our Savior in his Word.

Dave Scharf served as a pastor at Immanuel, Greenville, 
from 2005 to 2016. Since then he has served as a professor 
of theology at Martin Luther College. He is married to Beth 
(nee Koelpin), and they have been blessed with six children 
(ages 7-18).

WELS Teaching Standards: 1, 9
Audience Participation Level: Low
Applies to all grade levels (the called worker, 
specifically)
Category: Religion/Spiritual Growth

A35 only ����������FOSS Kits—Benefits, Professional 
Learning, and Implementation 
Melanie Giddings

FOSS (Full Operation Science System) kits are a hands-
on, inquiry-based approach to promote active science 
instruction for kindergarten through grade 8 classrooms. 
Come learn about the benefits, professional learning 
opportunities, and implementation strategies that FVL Schools 
have experienced since adopting FOSS kits in 2019 and 
how these schools are adapting these kits to fit their K-12 
science curriculum in the coming years

See bio at right.

WELS Teaching Standards: 1, 4, 6, 7, 8
Audience Participation Level: Low
Applies to grades 5K-8
Category: Science

(*) Denotes sectional offered in person and livestreamed

B35 only ����������Understanding the Five Shifts in 
Wisconsin Social Studies Education 
Melanie Giddings

Are you interested in how social studies education has shifted 
in recent years? With the rollout of the Wisconsin Standards 
for Social Studies (WiSSS) in 2018, the state’s Department 
of Public Instruction (DPI) spent the year educating school 
districts on understanding the five key shifts in social studies 
instruction. This presentation will introduce participants to 
those shifts; connect these shifts to what our LES teachers are 
already doing in our schools; and provide sample lessons, 
techniques, and resources that teachers can take back to 
their classrooms.

Melanie Giddings is a 2005 graduate of MLC (STEP—
Math). She served at St. Lucas, Kewaskum (2006–2016) 
and St. Peter, Appleton (2016–2018). Since 2017, Melanie 
has served as curriculum director for the 22 schools and 
centers that partner with FVLHS. Melanie earned her 
master’s degree through WLC in 2020 and resides in 
Appleton with her husband, John, and three children: Faith 
(age 11), Samuel (age 8), and Thaddeus (age 6).

WELS Teaching Standards: 1, 4, 6, 7
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to grades 5K-8
Category: Social Studies
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Thursday Single Sectionals
SINGLE A, 1:30–2:30 PM and SINGLE B, 2:45–3:45 PM

A36 or B36 ������Using Museum Artifacts to Teach the 
Civil War, Doug Dammann

This session will provide a framework for how teachers 
and students can use the artifacts found in a museum’s 
collection—in this case the Civil War Museum, Kenosha—
as primary sources to teach students about a subject. The 
session will also challenge students and teachers to think like 
detectives to make observations and discover clues about 
the artifacts.

Doug Dammann is the site coordinator and educational 
coordinator for the Civil War Museum, Kenosha. He has 
served in that capacity since the museum opened in 2008.

WELS Teaching Standards: 3, 7
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to grades 5-8
Category: Social Studies

A37 or B37 ������New Models for Social Studies 
Assessment, Phil Rehberger

The push toward inquiry learning in social studies has created 
opportunities for teachers to change the way in which they 
assess learning in social studies. This sectional will begin with 
a (brief) research overview, provide multiple new models 
of social studies assessment, and end with a workshop for 
teachers to use these models to create their own assessment-
planning-instructional chain using the UbD framework.

Phil Rehberger teaches grade 8 at St. Paul, Appleton. He has 
taught social studies in upper grade WELS classrooms his 
entire teaching ministry. He is married to Claire and has five 
adult children. He is currently in the dissertation phase of a 
doctorate in curriculum and assessment, with an emphasis in 
social studies, at the University of West Florida. 

WELS Teaching Standards: 1, 4, 8
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to grades 3-8
Category: Social Studies

B38 only ����������Trips, Travel, and Tips: Overnight 
Class Trips, Nate Dittrich and Craig Winkler

Have you considered going to Washington, D.C., the 
Ark Encounter, or the Land of Lincoln? Should we stay 
overnight? Where do we start planning? Where do we 
get the funds? This is a roundtable discussion to share 
the experiences of putting a class trip together. Your 
experience and questions are a good place to start. 
Feel free to bring materials to share. If you have a good 
class trip but can’t attend the sectional, please consider 
emailing your trip details to the presenters. If possible, 
please submit possible questions to the presenters before 
the conference so they can be sure to have an answer for 
you.

Nate Dittrich loves to travel with his family. He has lived 
in and experienced many parts of our great country from 
Boston to Seattle, Miami to Mackinac Island, and the 
Grand Canyon to the Washington Monument. For the past 
five years, Nate has incorporated a “Discover America” 
trip for his students to do the same.

Craig Winkler received his bachelor’s degree from 
DMLC in 1979, his WI State Teaching License in 1992, 
and a master’s degree in curriculum and instruction from 
MLC’s convenient and practical program in 2010. He has 
served King of Kings, Garden Grove, California, and First 
Lutheran, Green Bay, teaching middle grades and serving 
as athletic director and youth group director. He helped 
plan and run several regional youth rallies and one 
international youth rally. His youth group attended many 
overnight youth rallies and retreats. He is currently in his 
26th year at St. Peter’s, Helenville, teaching grades 6-8 
and serving as principal and athletic director. He is in his 
second term serving WLSTC on the Program Committee. 
He and Wendy have been blessed with 39 years of 
marriage, four children, and two grandchildren.

WELS Teaching Standards: 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 10
Audience Participation Level: High
Applies to grades 5-8
Category: General



 21

A39 or B39 ������Google Drawings—A Versatile Tool 
Kurt Gosdeck

Google Drawings is a versatile tool for all ages. It is great 
visually for younger students and powerful enough to 
engage middle and high school students. Come learn how to 
create drop-and-drag assessments, a digital poster, graphic 
organizers, and much more. Please bring a Chromebook, 
tablet, or notebook computer as you will be working to train in 
Google Drawings.

Kurt Gosdeck serves as school technology director at St. 
Mark, Green Bay. He loves to integrate Google Suite for 
Education and other technologies into lessons. A regular 
presenter, he is a Google for Education Certified Trainer and 
loves training schools in technology.

WELS Teaching Standards: 3, 4, 7
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to all grade levels
Categories: General, Technology

A40 or B40 ������Prepare for Now: Digital Citizenship 
John Schleis

What is digital citizenship? How do we prepare our students 
who are living in a digital world that we ourselves don’t 
understand? Why should we dedicate time in our busy 
classroom schedules for this? What should we teach, and  
what is the best approach? This sectional’s goal is to provide 
you with resources that you can use in your classroom, no 
matter how much time you have to dedicate to teaching  
digital citizenship. Please bring a device to engage with the 
online resources. Laptops, tablets, or phones can be used, 
as the resources will not depend on a specific platform or 
operating system.

John Schleis and his wife, Amy, are blessed to raise two 
daughters. John has served in elementary and middle 
school levels in Wisconsin and Florida. Currently, he has 

Thursday Single Sectionals
SINGLE A, 1:30–2:30 PM and SINGLE B, 2:45–3:45 PM

the privilege to serve as third- and fourth-grade teacher 
and technology coordinator at Trinity, Kiel. In addition to 
teaching most third- and fourth-grade classes, John teaches 
departmentalized technology courses at Trinity.

WELS Teaching Standards: 1, 5, 10
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to grades 3-8
Category: Technology

*A41 or B41 ����A Pinch of This a Dash of That 
Andrew Willems

You were awesome! Our WELS schools were leading 
the field of education in the U.S. last spring. You were 
learning new skills and techniques as you were thrown 
into eLearning. You were incredible. It was hard, but it was 
rewarding! Join with other educators as we take the great 
things about eLearning and mash them together with the 
great things about brick-and-mortar learning.

Drew Willems is the learning commons director at Lakeside 
Lutheran High School and currently teaches Computer 
Essentials and Introduction to Engineering Design. He was 
a technology director for 21 years. He recently helped his 
faculty through eLearning and assisted other schools and 
individuals to do the same. Drew’s professional degrees 
are from (D)MLC, WLC, Walden University, and MSOE. 
His personal educational philosophy is “to use my God-
given gifts to be an agent of change to revolutionize WELS 
Christian education.” Drew and his wife, Heidi, have five 
children (ages 20-28), live in Johnson Creek, and enjoy 
their quiet time!

WELS Teaching Standards: 4, 7, 8, 10
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to grades 5-8
Categories: General, Technology, Administration

(*) Denotes sectional offered in person and livestreamed
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Thursday Single Sectionals
SINGLE A, 1:30–2:30 PM and SINGLE B, 2:45–3:45 PM

A42 or B42 ������Competitive Robotics and the Classroom 
BJ Witte

This sectional will cover the basics of coding, engineering, and problem-solving 
using the VEX platform in classrooms from preschool through grade 8. This 
sectional will also show teachers how to extend classroom robotics into an after-
school competitive program.

BJ Witte is a 2008 graduate of MLC and has spent the last 12 years teaching 
various grade levels at Riverview, Appleton. Witte serves as the technology 
director and has run the robotics program for several years.

WELS Teaching Standards: 2, 3, 10
Audience Participation Level: Moderate
Applies to all grade levels
Category: Technology

*A43 or B43 ���Teacher on the Pedal, Students at the Wheel 
James Otto

While teachers must ultimately direct the activities and perceptions of their 
classrooms, students learn best when granted autonomy and decision-making 
power. These allowances communicate mutual respect and give students a 
chance to explore that which interests them most. In this session, attendees will 
engage actively in some of the student-centered activities that the presenter’s 
classroom has enjoyed the most, including spiderweb discussion, quescussion, 
real-time poll questions, and Gimkit online learning games. The presenter will 
provide an easy reference list of additional activity ideas with brief explanations 
before opening up the session to attendees to share their own favorite activities 
from teaching too.

James Otto is a 2014 graduate of MLC who taught at LPS and served as 
principal at St. Matthew’s, Stoddard, before taking a call to Manitowoc Lutheran 
High School in 2020. James is pursuing a master’s in English from the University 
of Texas of Permian Basin. He and his wife, Jackie, have a one-year-old 
daughter named Madison.

WELS Teaching Standards: 2, 5, 7
Audience Participation Level: High
Applies to grades 5-8
Categories: General, Technology, Language Arts, Management/
Motivational

(*) Denotes sectional offered in person and livestreamed
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Professional Growth Keynote
FRIDAY, 9:00 AM

Wonderfully unique individuals, each 
“handcrafted” by God himself, are not 
meant to live, serve, and lead in a vacuum. 
He gives us to each other to help form the 
body of Christ, to encourage one another, 
and to accomplish things together for his 
name. Your school ministry team, in a 
narrow sense, works to assist parents in the 
spiritual training of their children through 
an exceptional Christ-centered educational 
program. In a wide sense, it’s that and 
so much more. Each of you faces battles and tests from within and 
without, as does your team as a whole. Our God, who attends to every 
detail in each of your lives, has purposefully brought you together at 
this time for his purposes. May our time together deepen and widen 
our concept of “team” as we work together for him.

Steve Granberg, a 1986 graduate of DMLC, is in his third year of 
service with Grace in Action (GIA), a WELS-affiliated ministry 
whose purpose is to help ministries move forward in their work 
of advancing the gospel. Before joining GIA, he served for over 30 
years as a principal and teacher (Pilgrim, Minneapolis, Minnesota; 
Apostles, San Jose, California; KMLHS, Jackson; and FVLHS, 
Appleton).  He earned his master’s in educational leadership from 
Concordia University-Wisconsin in 2003. Steve lives in Appleton 
with his wife, Leslie (middle grades teacher at Immanuel, Greenville). 
Steve and Leslie have three grown children.

BUILDING A STRONG MINISTRY TEAM CULTURE
STEVE GRANBERG
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This year you will elect a Vice President and Treasurer to the WLSTC Executive Committee. You will also elect one new 
female and two new males to the Program Committee. 

Elections will not take place during online registration this year. More details to come. If you are interested in serving 
in any of these roles, please contact Steve Hennig. He is gathering the 2021 candidates.

Interested in sharing how your school is Focusing on the Prize? We’re looking for pictures for the conference program. 
Photo files need to be in high resolution (300 dpi minimum) or large dimensions (48 inches minimum width). Please 
email files without compressing and with “WLSTC Conference Photos” in the subject line to Kris Snyder.

WLSTC Elections
VOTE FOR EXECUTIVE AND PROGRAM COMMITTEE MEMBERS DURING ONLINE REGISTRATION: WLSTC.ORG

Worth A Thousand Words

mailto:stevehennig%40martinlutheroshkosh.com?subject=
mailto:kris.snyder%40wels.net?subject=
http://wlstc.org

